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SUBJECT: JAPAN-SOVIET PEACE TREATY NEGOTIATIONS 

1. FONOFF FIRST EUROPEAN DIVISION DEPUTY DIRECTOR SATO 
CONFIRMED PRESS REPORTS THAT FONMINS KIMURA AND 
GROMYKO AGREED IN NEW YORK TO RESUME PEACE TREATY 
NEGOTIATIONS BEFORE END OF THIS YEAR. THOUGH TALKS 
WILL BE HELD AT FONMIN LEVEL. LOCATION AND SPECIFIC 
TIMING STILL NOT CLEAR. GROMYKO TOLD IMURA HE 
WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY GETTING AWAY FROM MOSCOW 
BEFORE END OF 1974. 

2. COMMENT: KIMURA-GROMYKO MOVE 
REPRESENTS NOTHING MORE THAN AGREEMENT TO 
IMPLEMENT COMMITMENT MADE IN 1973 SUMMIT 
COMMUNIQUE. PROSPECTS FOR PROGRESS ARE DIM, 
ESPECIALLY ON KEY NORTHERN TERRITORIES ISSUE. 
NEVERTHELESS, AGREEMENT AT NEWYORK NOT 
WITHUT DOMESTIC POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE IN JAPAN, 

WHERE ONE OF MAIN PROBLEMS IS PROVIDING EVIDENCE 
TO PUBLIC OF CONTINUED MOMENTUM IN EFFORTS TO 
SECURE RETURN OF NORTHERN ISLANDS. END COMMENT. 
HODGSON 
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